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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION OF ST. LUKE'S 

HOSPITAL. 



In conformity with the provisions of the act entitled « An 
Act for the Incorporation of Benevolent, Charitable, Scientific, 
and Missionary Societies," passed the 12th day of April, 1848, 
the subscribers, citizens of the United States, and of the State 
of New York, of full age, and residents of the city of New 
York, being desirous to associate themselves for the purpose of 
establishing and managing an Hospital, and to be a body poli- 
tic and corporate for that purpose, do hereby make and sign this 
certificate : 

First. — ^The name or title by which said Society shall be 
known in law, shall be " St. Luke's HospriAL." 

Second. — ^The particular business and objects of said Society 
shall be the establishing, founding, carrying on, and managing 
said Hospital. 

Third. — ^The number of managers to manage the said Hos- 
pital, shall be thirteen."*^ 

Fourth. — ^The names of the managers of said Society, for the 
first year of its existence, are : William A. Muhlenberg, D.D., 
Lindley M. Hoffman, John H. Swift, Robert B. Minturn, Joseph 
D. B. Ourtis, James Warren, William H. Hobart, M.D., Samuel 

* Incsreased to thirty-one. See next page. 
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Davis, Benjamin Ogden, M.t)., George P. Rogers, Edward 
McVickar, John Punnett, and Henry 0. Hobart. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hand, this 
twenty-fifth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty. 

W. A. Muhlenberg. W, H. Hobabt. 

LmDLEY M. Hoffman. Samuel Davis. 

John H. Swift. George P. Rogers. 

Egbert B. Minturn. Edward MoViokab. 

James Warren. H. C. Hobart. 

(Acknowledged before Dwyton Hdba/rt^ Com.'r of Deeds.) 

I hereby approve of the within certificate, and consent that 
the same be filed. 

Dated New York, May 1, 1850. 

H. P. Edwards. 
Filed 1 May, 1860. 



An Act to Amend the Charter of St. Luke^s Hospital^ in' the 
City of New York. Passed March 28, 1851. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Seo. 1. St. Luke's Hospital, incorporated under the provi- 
sion of the Act entitled "An Act for the Incorporation of Bene- 
volent, Charitable, Scientific, and Missionary Societies," passed 
the twelfth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-eight, is hereby authorized to increase the number of its 
managers from thirteen to thirty-one, and seven of said mana- 
gers shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. 
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An Act to Amend the Cha/rter of St. ImTc^s Hoypital^ in the 
Git( of New York. Passed February^ 1854. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Ateembly, do enact as follows : 

Seo. I. St. Luke's Hospital, incorporated under the provi- 
sions of in Act entitled "An Act for the Incorporation of Bene- 
volent, Charitable, Scientific, and Missionary Societies," passed 
the twelth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
eight, shdl in law be capable of taking and holding personal 
estate forthe purposes of its incorporation, and for no other 
purposes, o an amount not exceeding the sum of two hundred 
and fifty tlousand dollars in value, and real estate, for like pur- 
poses, to ai amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dol- 
lars over aid above the value of any buildings and improve- 
ments erecM thereon for the pui'poses of their incorporation. 

Sec. 2. Tis act shall take effect immediately. 
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COISTITUTION. 



AETICLE I. 

TITLE. 

The name by which the Society shall "Be known, shall be 
. " St. Luke's Hospital." 

AETICLE IL 

OBJECTS. 

The object of the Society is the establishment, support, and 
management of an Institution, to be known as " St. Luke's 
Hospital," for the purpose of affording Medical and Surgical 
aid, and nursing to sick or disabled persons, and also to provide 
them, while inmates of the Hospital, with the ministrations of 
the Gospel, agreeably to the doctrines and forms of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. 

A further object of the Society shall be the instructing and 
training of suitable persons in the art of nursing and attend- 
ing upon the sick. 

AETICLE m. 

THE SOCIETY. 

The Society shall consist of members who shall respectively 
be approved by a majority of members of the Board of Managers 
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present at a stated meeting, and who shall have been pre- 
viously nominated by a Standing Committee appointed, for 
that purpose, by the Board of Managers. 

Every member shall pay a eum of not less than Ten Dollars 
annually, in advance, to the Treasurer. 

Every person who shall pay a sum of One Hundred Dol- 
lars in advance, and shall be approved in the manner above 
stated, shall be a member of the Society for life, without annual 
payment. 

AETICLE IV. 

PROPERTY. 

All property of the Society which it now has or may here- 
after acquire, unless otherwise directed 'by the donor, shall be 
applied in furtherance of the general objects of the Society. 

AETICLE V. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The affairs of the Society shall be under the direction and 
management of a Board of Thirty-one Managers, to be elected 
annually as hereafter provided. The Officers of the Society 
shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, and a 
Secret^ary, who shall be selected annually by the said Board, 
from their own number, and shall also be officers of the said 
Board. 

The said Officers and Managers, together, shall form a 
Board, to be denominated the "Board of Managers of St. 
Luke's Hospital," any seven of whom shall form a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 

The Board of Managers shall at all times hereafter be fully 
authorized to execute all the powers of the Society, over all the 
-estates and property of the Society. 

To the Board of Managers shall be committed the care of 
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the funds of the Institution, and the transaction of its entire 
business. 

ARTICLE VI. 

MEETINGS OF THE BOAED. 

The Board of Managers shall hold stated meetings at least 
once a month, and may hold adjoarned meetings when neces- 
sary. 

The Board shall have power to make By-laws and Regu- 
lations for its own government and for the government of the 
Officers, and to alter and amend the same, and may fill any 
vacancy which may occur in the Board or among its Officers. 

Special meetings of the Board and of the Society may be 
called by the President, or, in case of his absence or inability 
to act, by one of the Vice-Presidents, or on requisition of five 
members of the Board of Managers ; but, when Special Meet- 
ings are called, the time and place of meeting, and the subject 
proposed to be considered, shall be previously notified to the 
members, and no other subject shall be discussed or acted 
upon at such meetings, unless there be at least ten members 
present, and then only by unanimous consent. 

ARTICLE Vn. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

There shall be annually a meeting of the Members of the 
Society, in the city of New York, on the feast of St. Luke, 
the Evangelist, except when that day shall fall on Sunday, in 
which case the meeting shall be held on the day following. It 
shall be the duty of the Board of Managers to make all neces- 
sary arrangements for said Annual Meeting, to lay before the 
Members of the Society, at that time, a report of the pro- 
ceedings during the preceding year, to exhibit a full and accu- 
rate view of the state of the funds and property of the Society, 
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and to inform them of any matters, relative to the objects of 
tlie Society, which may be of interest to them. 

At each Annual Meeting of the Society, twenty-five persons 
sLall be chosen from among its Members by ballot, who, 
together with the Mayor of the city of New York, the Presi- 
dent of each of the two Boards of Common Council of the 
city of New York, for the time being, the British .Consul, 
resident in New York, and one Warden and one Yestryman of 
the Church of St. George the Martyr, shall constitute the 
Board of thirty-one Managers for the ensuing year, and shall 
continue in office until their successors are appointed. At the 
first stated Meeting of the Board after the Annual Meeting 
of the Society, the respective officers of the Board and of the 
Society, specified in Article Y. of this Constitution, shall be 
chosen by ballot, from among the Members of said Board, and 
shall continue in office until their sucpessors are appointed. 

AETICLE Yin. 

BOARD OF CLEROYMEN. 

The Society shall appoint a Clerical Board, consisting of not 
more than eleven Clergymen, Eectors or Pastors of Protestant 
Episcopal Churches in the city of New York, to whom shall be 
committed all matters touching the spiritual and religious 
ministrations of the Hospital; no measures relating to those 
matters shall be adopted without the sanction and approbation 
of said Board. 

The said Board shall have power to make by-laws and regu- 
lations for its own government. It may fill any vacancy which 
may occur in its number, subject to the dissent of the Society, 
at its next Annual Meeting. 

If the Society shall dissent, or if there shall be any vacancy 
in the number of the Board at the time of holding the Annual 
Meeting of the Society, then said vacancy or vacancies shall 
be filled, from among Clergymen, Eectors or Pastora of Pro- 
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testant Episcopal Ohurclies in the city of New York, to be 
elected by ballot by the Members of the Society. 

ARTIOLE IX. 

ALTEEATIONS. 

The Oonstitution shall not be altered unless it be an Annual 
Meeting of the Members of the Society, on previous recom- 
mendation of the Board of Managers, two-thirds of the Mem- 
bers present consenting thereto. 



BY-LAWS 



POR THE GOVERNMENT AND REGULATION OF THE BOARD OF 

MANAGERS. 



DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS. 

I. The President of the Society shall preside at the meetings 
of the Board of Managers. He shall be the judge of order, and 
his decisions thereon shall be immediately submitted to, unless 
two members require an appeal to the Board, which shall be 
decided without debate. He shall name all the Oommittees 
which do not consist of more than three members ; he shall 
sign all orders on the Treasurer which may be directed by the 
Board of Managers, and shall call special meetings of the 
Board of Managers, agreeably to the Constitution, whenever, 
in his opinion, the business of the Society requires it, or 
he is requested so to do by five of the Managers; but, when 
special meetings are so called, he shall direct the Secretary to 
insert in the notices to the members, the import of the business 
upon which they are to convene, and such notices shall be 
served at least two days previous to that appointed for the 
meeting. 

n. In case of the absence of the President, his powers shall 
be possessed and his duties performed by the first Vice-Presi- 
dent ; and, in the case of his absence also, by the second Vice- 
President. 
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• 

^ . m. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys belonging to the 
Society, and shall deposit the same, in one of the Banks of the 
city, in his name as Treasurer. He shall paiy all orders which 
shall be drawn upon him in the manner hereinafter prescribed. 
He shall keep a fair account of his receipts and expenditures, 
which shall be open to the inspectioa of any of the Managers, 
and shall submit the eame, or an abstract therefrom, to the 
Board of Managers at their stated meetings. He shall execute 
such resolutions as may be adopted by the Board of Managers 
relative to the investment of 'funds ; he shall hold the deeds 
of real estate of the corporation, and evidences of stock and 
other property belonging to the Society ; and he shall prepare 
and lay before the members, at their Annual Meeting, a state- 
ment of the receipts and expenditures of the preceding year, 
of the funds of the Society, and of the manner in which the 
same are invested. 

TV, The Secretary shall keep fair and regular minutes of the 
proceedings of the Board of Managers, in a book to be pro- 
vided for that purpose ; he shall, at each meeting of the Board, 
read the minutes of the last preceding meeting, and such other 
papers as he may be required to read. He shall countersign 
all orders drawn upon the Treasurer, in pursuance of resolu- 
tions of the Board ; he shall preserve all the records and papers 
which do not belong to the office of Treasurer ; shall cause a 
notice of eveiy stated meeting of the Board of Managers to 
be delivered to each member at least one day previous to the 
time fixed for meeting, and shall give notice of the meetings 
of the Society in such manner as shall be directed by the Board 
of Managers. He shall also cause notice to be given to the 
Chairman of each Committee, with the names of the members 
thereof, and the object for which they may be appointed. 

V. The Managers shall elect, at the first stated meeting after 
their election, a Committee of Finance, to consist of five mem- 
bers, of whom the Treasurer shall always be one ; an Audit- 
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ing Committee of two members ; and an Electing Committee 
of five member, of whom the Secretary shall always be one. 
The Committee of Finance and the Electing Committee shall 
respectively keep regular minutes of their proceedings, which 
shall be read at the stated meetings of the Board. 

YI. The office of the Committee of Finance is to adopt pro- 
per means of augmenting the subscriptions and benefactions ; 
to circulate information respecting the Hospital; to see that 
the subscriptions are duly received, and to aid the Treasurer 
in investigating the funds. 

YII. The office of the Auditing Committee is to examine 
and report to the Board all accounts against the Society, and 
also to examine the Treasurer's accounts at the close of each 
year, prior to the Annual Meeting. 

Yin. The office of the Electing Committee is to elect per- 
sons to be members of the Society, on their complying with the 
terms prescribed by the Constitution and By-Laws. The Com- 
mittee shall be subject to the following regulations: Four 
members shall be necessary to constitute a quorum. If a 
majority of the members present vote in favor of a candidate, 
he shall be elected. No election shall be valid unless the can- 
didate shall have been proposed at a previous meeting of the 
Board of Managers, and the nomination referred by it to the 
said Committee. 

Twenty-four hours' notice shall be given of every meeting of 
the Committee. 

IX. The stated meetings of the Board of Managers shall be 
held on the last Monday of every month, at eight o'clock in the 
evening, except the meetings in October, November, Decem- 
ber, January, February, and March, which shall be held at 
half past seven o'clock in the evening. 

X. All appropriations of money shall be made by resolu- 
tions of the Board, and entered on the minutes. Orders far 
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the amounts appropriated shall then be drawn upon by the 
Treasurer, signed by the President, or, in his absence, by one 
of the Vice-Presidents, and countersigned by the Secretary; 
or, if he be absent, by the Secretary ^(> tem,^ which orders, 
with the receipts of the person in whose fator they are drawn 
endorsed thereon, shall be the Treasurer's vouchers for pay- 
ments made by him. 

XI. All Committees not composed of more than three mem- 
bers, shall be appointed by the President ; those composed of 
more than three, as may be ordered by the Board. Every 
member of a Committee shall attend the call of the Chairman, 
who shall be the person first named on the Committee. 

Xn. The order of business shall be as follows : 

1. At the hour appointed for the meeting of the Board, or 
as soon thereafter as a quorum shall appear, the chair shall 
be taken by the President, and the business opened with 
prayer. 

2. The roll shall then be called, and the attending membeirs 
noted. 

3. The minutes of the preceding meeting shall be read, 
_and, if necessary, corrected. 

4. Communications to the Board shall be received and con- 
sidered. 

5. Eeports of the Committees shall be called for, and order 
taken thereon. 

6. The unfinished business of the former meeting (if any) 
shall be taken up ; after which, any business may be proceeded 
with at the pleasure of the Board. 

Xni. No alteration of, or addition to these By-Laws shall be 
made, unless notice of the proposed alteration be given to each 
member of the Board at least two days before the meeting at 
which it is to be considered — or unless the alteration be made 
with the unanimous consent of a meeting composed of at least 
ten members. 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF IMAGERS. 



MADE TO THE SOCIETY AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING, HELD IN THE 

HOSPITAL, OCTOBER 18, 1859. 



As an Annual Report, the present should relate only to the 
last twelvemonth, but as the Hospital was opened a few 
months earlier, that is, on May 13th, 1858, it will be more 
satisfactory to begin from that date, especially as this is the 
first Eeport which will have been printed in a permanent 
form. 

The Managers are happy in congratulating the Society upon 
the completion of their building and its appendages, and their 
entire satisfaction with the plan on which the whole has been 
constructed. Having now been thoroughly tried, it presents 
in all its important features, neither fault nor defect. Could 
the Managers begin anew, with the advantages of their present 
experience, they would adopt the same plan, with only such 
improvements in minor details as can yet be easily made. 
The apparatus for warming the House, which was most of an 
experiment, has proved entirely adequate to the purpose,* and 
justifies the outlay of the original cost. 

The Building Committee has not been able to make a com- 
plete report, owing to a few questionable items yet unsettled. 

* This is here reaffirmed at the time of printing this Report, after the severe 
weather in the beginning of the present month, January, 1860. 
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Should it be ready in time, it will be appended to this Report. 
In the meanwhile it may be sufficient to state, that the cost of 
the main edifice, together with the additional building for the 
Steam Engine, Boilers, Laundry, Drying Eooms, &c., including 
the bills of the masons, carpenters, machinists, plumbers, gas 
fitters, and others, and also the purchase of eight of the lots of 
the ground on which the Hospital stands, has amounted to nearly 
two hundred thousand dollars — which sum, with the exception 
of about twenty-five hundred dollars, has been paid to the 
several parties to whom it was due, leaving, however, the Mana- 
gers under liabilities for borrowed money to the extent of 
fifteen thousand dollars. This is the total amount of their 
indebtedness, of which they cannot doubt they will soon be 
relieved. For, as they have already said in their appeal for 
the second hundred thousand dollars, which three years ago 
they foresaw they would need, if so many gave freely and 
largely to an enterprise wholly in prospect, even more readily 
may others be expected now to give when it is no longer of 
doubtful success. 

How the Hospital, when ready for occupation, should be 
supported, was an anxious and very general question among 
its friends. By some it was thought, that it should not go into 
operation until possessed of property sufficient to yield an 
income for at least its partial support. Othei'S believed that it 
had only to enter on its work, and to depend upon the charity 
of the Church to be enabled to do it. On that belief the Mana- 
gers acted, adopting, however, as a measure of prudence in the 
beginning, the rule, that the board of patients must be paid 
for, either by themselves or others. At first sight such a rule 
would seem very materially to afiect the charitable character 
of the Hospital, but not so in reality. It only multiplies the 
agents of its charities. This it has done. Already Thirteen 
charity beds have been" provided : Two by the endowment of a 
person unknown. One by the legacy of $3000 of the late Miss 
Mary Johnson, an early and steadfast friend of the Hospital. 
Four by that number of members of the Church of the Holy 
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Communion. One by a member or members of St. John's 
Church. One by a member or members of St. Bartholomew's 
Church, through the Eector. One by a lady of Trinity Church. 
One by a lady of St. Paul's Church. One by a lady of Grace 
Church. One by a member of the Eev. Dr. Phillips' Church. 
These beds are placed, by those who maintain them, almost 
wholly at the disposal of the Hospital, which is thus far a charity. 
But further : in several of our city parishes associations have 
been organized for the pui'pose of seeking out proper inmates 
for the Hospital, and of maintaining them there as their bene- 
ficiaries. These have been very valuable coadjutors in further- 
ing the mission of the Hospital. 

The association of the Church of the Holy Communion has 
had in all forty-four beneficiaries as patients in the Hospital, 
and expect constantly to have six. That of the Church of the 
Ascension have had forty-two beneficiaries, and expect con- 
stantly to have ten. That of the Church of the Incarnation^ 
more recently formed, have had fifteen, and expect constantly 
, to have five. The Young Women's Association, composed of 
members from several churches, calculate always to be in funds 
for four beds.* There is also an Aid Society of young ladies 
who have had three patients, and mean to keep one bed regu- 
larly filled ; and an association by young men of St. Peter's 
Church, and another by ladies of the same Church, who pay 
from time to time for patients of their own Parish. The boys 
of Trinity School are organized for the support of one bed. 
Five beds are at the disposal of the Church of St. George the 
Martyr. Adding these to the thirteen just above-mentioned, it 
will be seen that although every patient must be paid for, St. 
Luke's, at this early stage of its existence, is virtually a Free 
Hospital to the number of forty-five beds. In a number of 

* Since the date of this Report a Young Men's Association has been formed 
in St George's Church, Stuyvesant Square, hkely to have a large number of bene- 
ficiaries. 

The young gentlemen of Mr. Charlier's School, the French Institute, have an asao- 
dation for one bed. 



BEPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 28 

instances, individuals nnconnected with associations, have 
assumed the charges of patients whom they thought worthy of 
their benevolence. 

The contributions in the chapel, and in the boxes in the halls, 
and collections made for the Hospital by churches in the city ; 
of which there have been two — one in St. Bartholomew's Church 
in January last, one in St. George's Church, Stuy vesant Square, 
on last Sunday, have largely added to the resources of the 
House. Besides a great deal has been received in the way of 
stores, provisions, and useful articles of furniture. Mention 
must not here be omitted of the fact that the furniture of the 
wards now occupied, fitting them with beds, bedding, and 
everything necessary for the accommodation of 100 patients, has 
been supplied by the exertions of lady friends of the Hospital. 
When it was about to be opened an invitation was given to 
all such to undertake the furnishing of it, which they at once 
accepted, and organized themselves accordingly. They zeal- 
ously prosecuted their work, continuing it until quite recently, 
with great pains and judiciousness, and with the outlay of 
funds raised by themselves to the amount of $7,000. 

From all this it appears that the Managers were not mistaken 
in relying for resources to conduct the Hospital upon the good 
feelings of the community towards it, especially when they 
state, as they now have the pleasure to do, that the receipts 
for the support of the HousiB have fully equalled its expendi- 
tures — on that score, the statement of the acting superintendent 
exhibits no debt. (See statement appended to Treasurer's 
Report.) 

Let the future carry on and enlarge the encouraging means 
of the present, let associations continue to be formed, let the 
more able and liberal friends of the Hospital engage to support 
one patient each, let congregations give us annual collections, 
or what is more desirable, let their members become annual 
subscribers — the Hospital will fulfil its mission of charity, and 
no suitable applicant will be turned from its doors — as thus far 
none have ever been. 
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Dr. Eigenbrodt having resigned his oflBice as Resident Phy- 
sician, which he had faithfully discharged without remunera- 
tion, the Board resolved to adopt the ordinary practice of hos- 
pitals, in having a staff of attending physicians and surgeons. 
Accordingly, at their stated meeting in March, they made the 
following appointments : Doctors Alonzo Clark, Charles F. 
Hey wood, Theodore G. Thomas, and Wm. H. Draper, to be 
the Attending Physicians ; Drs. Gurdon Buck, George A. 
Peters, F. J. Bumstead, to be Attending Surgeons ; Dr. E. W. 
Lambert, Admitting Physician. 

For Consulting Physicians were chosen, Drs. Ed. Delafield, 
G. P. Cammann, B. Ogden, John G. Metcalfe ; and Drs. John 
Watson, Willard Parker, A. C. Post, and D. L. Eigenbrodt, 
for Consulting Surgeons ; Dr. Jno. C. Dalton, Pathological 
Chemist, and Edward B. Dalton, since appointed, House Sur- 
geon. 

These names are sufficient evidence that the Hospital is 
satisfied with no inferior science or skill for the welfare of its 
beneficiaries, and the Managers are happy to report that their 
expectations in appointing so able a corps of practitioners have 
been entirely realized. 

Upon the opening of the House, the Managers requested the 
Ladies of the Infirmary attached to the Church of the Holy 
Communion, to take charge of the wards ; this they did, but it 
was soon discovered that their duties, to be satisfactorily dis- 
charged, could not be confined to the wards, and in a short 
time the entire charge of the House passed into their hands, 
under the advice and direction of the Eev. Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, who, as pastor, and superintendent for 
the time being, also resides in the Hospital. How admirably 
in all respects these good women conduct the House, can be 
known only by those who are intimately acquainted with it. 
The Managers are free to confess that without them it 
would be wholly another place, and hope they will be dis- 
posed to continue the service which only such volunteers 
can perform. Under the existing arrangement, the interior 
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economy of the Hospital will be at once understood if it be 
considered as an extensive family, of which the father and the 
daughters manage everything to the best interests and advan- 
tage of the house as their own. 

The whole number of patients admitted, thus far, has been 
301, of whom 136 have been discharged, cured, or relieved, 43 
have left by advice or request, 68 have died, and 67 are still 
in the wards. 

Of the above 89 were Americans, 69 English, Welsh, or 
Scotch, 113 Irish, and 29 natives of other European countries. 

The religious denomination of the patients has been as fol- 
lows : — Episcopalians, 169 ; Lutherans, Presbyterians, Method- 
ists, and others, 68 ; Eoman Catholics, 37 ; unconnected with 
any Church, 27. 

This at once shows that there is no foundation for the 
objection erroneously made to the Hospital, that its benefits 
are confined to our communion. Such a restriction has never 
been thought of, nor would Episcopalians ever have founded so 
exclusive a charity. 

The several diseases and complaints of the patients will be 
enumerated in the report of the physicians and surgeons ; but 
to account for the number of deaths, it must be mentioned 
that in a large proportion of the cases, the disease was pulmo- 
nary consumption. To provide for the incurably ill, particu- 
larly of this class, was one of the objects of the Hospital, and 
therein to supply an urgent want in the community. With 
the exception of the Bellevue Hospital and the small Koman 
Catholic Hospital of St. Vincent's, there was no resort for 
consumptives, so numerous in our climate, when St. Luke's, 
as a church intitution, felt bound to open to them her doors. 
Several have been received who had first applied to the New 
York Hospital for admission, having been directed here by the 
excellent Superintendent of that venerable institution, which 
by its rules confines itself in medical cases to those not beyond 
the reach of the physician's skill. The reason for excluding 
incurables there, it might be thought, should equally operate 
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here, but it must be recollected that here spiritual as well as 
physical care is an object, for which there is more opportunity 
in slow than in acute diseases. An Hospital which offers medi- 
cines for the soiil cannot dispense them only on condition that 
medicines for the body shall avail. At any rate, as long as 
there is room, incurables, within certain limits, will be eligible 
to admission. 

When this Institution was first presented to the public, it 
was set forth as a necessity for the Church in the City, but now, 
after it has been more than a year in operation, scarce the 
half of its room is used. Was, then, the necessity exaggerated, 
or, at any rate, would a smaller building have sufficed? 
Neither. The necessity originally urged was not merely for 
this year, or the next, and the particular necessity then exist- 
ing was to make a beginning. It was high time to do so, and 
how should a beginning have been made ? Surely not on any 
contracted scale which looked only to the needs of the pre- 
sent, but on one of magnitude, which should prove that the 
Church, in setting about an Hospital, was in earnest, and had 
thoughts for generations to come. This has been done — so 
much of the work is complete — a noble, capacious edifice, 
admirably arranged in all its parts for its purposes, stands 
finished and nearly furnished throughout, and already a fourth 
of its accommodations are made available to the sick poor, on 
their part without money, and without price. This is no little 
accomplished ; more rapid progress, for such an undertaking 
could not have been expected. True, a smaller house would 
hold our present sixty patients, and as many more as we may 
have for the next two or three years, but not those of the 
next six or eight years. We might indeed have gone on 
building by piecemeal, enlarging just as we had need, but, 
independently of the inconvenience and greater cost of such a 
course, we have pursued the true policy. The very size and 
style of the edifice are a demonstration of the mind of the 
Church in the great charity she has undertaken, and command 
a patronage which otherwise could not have been obtained. 
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Unless we are wholly mistaken in the work itself on which we 
have entered, the money expended has been wisely laid out. 
It is to the honor of our Church community to have cheerfully 
given nearly the whole of the required amount — nea/rly is the 
only qualifying item in this encouraging Keport. Let it not 
appear in another Report. Now that the Institution is morally 
certain of support, on its bright prospects let there not rest the 
shadow of debt. 

* By order of Board of Managers, 

E. B. MINTURN, Presidmt. 
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The Reports of the Treasurer for preceding years will be 
found on page 63, et seq. 

The following is a summary of the Monthly Reports of the 
Superintendent to the Board of Managers, of the receipts and 
expenditures for the support of the House. All the receipts at 
the House, from every source, are paid over every month to 
the Treasurer, from whom supplies are drawn by the Superin- 
tendent as ihey are Heeded. 

Mopenditmres from May 13^A, 1858, to October 18^A, 1859. 

For Provisions, $5,807 73 

« Medicine, 650 58 

" Wages and Salaries of Resident Sur- 
geon, Olerk, Engineer, House- 
keeper, Carpenter, Servants, and 
Laundry Women, . . . *2,897 84 

Occasional Male Nurse, 

Coal and Kindling Wood, 

Gas, .... 

Lumber, 

Carpenter's Materials, and Hard- 
ware, 

Paint, .... 

Blank Books and Stationery, 

Carriage Hire, Car Fares, and Ex- 
press, 166 60 

Postage, ... $18 99 

Advertisements, . . 15 97 34 96 

Lidia Rubber cloth. Flannel, Oiled 

Muslin, and Bandages, . . 93 01 



144 25 


2,501 


18 


432 


90 


254 22 


83 16 


38 


62 


86 


50 



Carried forward, .... $13,191 55 

* This item would be much highw but for the large amount of voluntary service 
in the Hospital 
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Brought forward, . . . . $13,191 55 
For Small Eepairs, Whitewashing, and 

other incidental expenses, • • 207 82 
" Oroion Water Tax, ... 220 00 
" Expenses of Hospital previous to 
opening, sundry fixtures, man- 
gle, and other articles belonging 
to outfit, 2,068 09 2,495 91 

$15,687 46 



Becevpts from May 13^A, 1858, to October 18^A, 1859. 

By Collections in Chapel and Donations, $4,633 41 

" Payments for Charity Beds, . . 2,864 00 

" Different Associations for their Bene- 
ficiaries, 3,791 86 

" Individual Patrons for Board of 

Patients, ... . . . 1,787 86 

" Patients paying for themselves, . 1,507 74 

" Collection in St. Bartholomew's 

Church, 450 00 

" Collection in St. George's Church, . 373 57 



$15,408 44 

The stock of Coal on hand, all paid for, more than counter- 
balances the excess of the Expenditures over the Receipts ; the 
Hospital has therefore met its expenses. 

The average weekly cost of each patient has been $5 25 ; 
which rate must obviously decrease with the increase of 
patients. It is at present less by 52 cents per week, than that 
of the Massachusetts Hospital. 



REPORT OF PHYSICIANS MD SURGEONS. 



The present Report exhibits the results of Medical and 
Surgical practice at St. Luke's Hospital since its opening in 
May, 1858. 

As was to be expected in the early days of an institution of 
this kind, its records are principally composed of chronic and 
incurable cases in which the results of treatment rank among 
the less striking, but at the same time, not the least benevolent 
achievements of medical art. 

The register of admissions for the last few months, has 
shown a marked increase in the proportion of patients suffer- 
ing from acute diseases and would seem to foretell a still 
greater increase in that direction, for the coming year. 

The number of male patients received has been 162, of 
females 139, total 301. 



List of Cases Treated. 



AmenorrhoBa, 2 

Asthenia a potu, 1 

Ansemia, 9 

Aortic Aneurism, 2 

Bronchitis, 6 

Bright's Disease of 

Kidney, 2 

Cardiac Disease, 11 

Cirrhosis, 6 

Cancer of Stomach, . . 1 

" Uterui>.... 2 



(4 



MEDICAL. 



Chorea, . 
Catarrh,. 
Diarrhoea,. 



u 



Diabetes, 



Chronic, . 



<f 



Dysuria,, 
Dysentery, 
Dyspepsia, . 
Enteritis, . , 
Erysipelas,. 



Mellitus,. 



1 
1 
8 
3 
1 
I 
1 
2 
7 
1 
2 



Epilepsy, 2 

Epileptic Vertigo, ... 1 

Hemiplegia, 1 

Hepatitis, • 1 

Hysteria, 8 

lot. Fever, 6 

Leucorrhoea,. 2 

Lead Colic, 1 

Lead Paralysis, 2 

Menorrhagia, 2 

Moribund, when admit'd 1 
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Marasmus, 4 

Ovarian Disease, 2 

Pleurisy, 6 

Prolapsus Uteri, 1 

Paralysis, 4 

Paraplegia, . . . , 1 

Puerperal Peritonitis,. . 1 

Pneumonia, 2 

Aneurism Popliteal, . . 1 

Amaurosis, . . . , 2 

Abscess (Post Maxilla), 1 

" (Subfascial),. . 2 

Bums, 1 

Crushed, Accident, ... 1 

Cystitis, 2 

Condylomata of Anus,. 1 

Contusions, 2 

Conjunctiyitis, 2 



Aortic Aneurism, .... 1 

Acute Phthisis, ...... 1 

Carcinoma of Stomach, 1 

" Uterus, 2 

Cardiac Disease, 3 

Cirrhosis, 2 

DiarrhoBa (Chronic), . . 1 

Diabetes Mellitus, .... 1 



MEDICAL. 

Phthisis, 86 

Premature Birth, .... 1 

Rheumatism, Ac 9 

" Chron.,... 8 

Rheumatic Gout, .... 1 

Syphilis Second, .... 2 

Tert, 2 

Scrofula, 5 

SURGICAL. 

Cataract, 1 

Fracture leg (Comp.),. 1 

" arm, 8 

« rib, 1 

** femur, 2 

Glaucoma, 1 

Gunpowder Accident, 8 

Hare-lip, 1 

Hernia, 1 

Iritis, 1 

DEATHa 

Fractured Leg (Comp.) 1 

Hepatitis, 1 

Kidney (Bright's Dis- 
ease of) 1 

Moribund, when admit- 
ted, 1 

Morbus Coxarius,. .... 1 



Scurvy, 

Sciatica, 

Tonsillitis, 

Tubercular Peritoni- 
tis, 

"T^hoid Fever, 

ulcer of Stomach,. . .. 



Morbus Coxarius, .... ^ 

Necrosis, «' 

Ophthalmia, Purulent, S 

Synovitis, 6 

Spinal Disease, 5 

Sprain, 3 

Senile Gangrene, 2 

Tumor of Neck, I 

Ulcer, 9 

Varicose Veins, 5 

Premature Birth, .... 1 

Ovarian Disease, 2 

Phthisis, 8S 

Senile Gangrene, 2 

Typhoid Fever with 

Double Pneumonia, 1 

Softening of Brain, . . 1 



The building itself has answered most fully the purposes for 
which it was intended. The arrangements for ventilation 
seem perfect, and the purity of the atmosphere, which is the 
result, has proved a most efficient agent in the control and 
cure of disease. The wards have remained entirely free 
from that peculiar taint so universal in hospitals, and which 
now and then fosters so disastrously the seeds of epidemic 
trouble. Thus far the ordinary circulation through the wards 
and corridors has been amply sufficient, and the fan is still in 
reserve for such time as the increasing number of patients or 
other cause, may call for its use. 

None can appreciate so well as medical men the advantages 

of the system of nursing adopted in this institution, by which 

each direction of the physician is carried out, and the more 

' striking symptoms in each case observed and reported by 
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ladies of intelligence and education. The accuracy and reli- 
ability which are the result cannot fail to render the treatment 
of medical and surgical disease in the highest degree satis- 
factory to the practitioner and beneficial to the patient. 

In behalf of the attending Physicians and Surgeons. 

EDWAED B. DALTON, M.D., 

Hesident Physician. 



REPORT OF THE PASTOR OF THE HOSPITAL. 



READ AT THE ANNUAL MEETINa, OCT. 18, 1859. 



As, in the foregoing Keport of the Board of Managers, it was 
said that a good idea of the interior economy of the Hospital 
might be formed by considering it as a family under a paternal 
and sisterly care, so in its religious bearing it will be under- 
stood if regarded as that of a congregation under the care of a 
pastor. The patients, when they come here, enter a Hospital 
Church as well as a Church Hospital. This they find not only 
in the religious order of the House, but in the very construction 
of the building. The principal wards are the "long drawn 
aisles" of the central Church. In each of these aisle wards, 
every morning there are prayers, with reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and familiar lectures, for which the patients who 
are well enough gather near the desk, forming a congregation 
often quite as large as at the " daily service" in some of our 
great churches, nor less earnest in their devotions. The 
preacher has not to depend upon stimulating discourses to gain 
attention. The simple words of truth are listened to often by 
ears which had seldom heard them before. Again and again 
has some one, when first attending these services, confessed 
that never until then, since the days of his youth, had he 
joined in the worship of his Creator. In the evening the 
service is held in the Chapel ; all who are able come in and 
occupy their seats, while those in bed can still be participants 
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in the service, the open doors allowing a free passage for the 
speaker's voice, as he stands midway between them, to be dis- 
"tinctly heard at the extreme ends of the wards. For this pur- 
pose, the acoustic properties of the house have surpassed 
expectation. It is at this '^Even song," when the whole 
household is assembled, that the idea of a congregation of the 
sick and well uniting in the same acts of worship is fully realized- 
The sounds of prayer, of hymn, and chant, with the organ's har- 
monies borne along the wards for the refreshing of the weary 
bedridden, fulfil the dream of days long before a stone of this 
edifice was laid. 

In this parish pastoral visits may be made at all times, for 
the parishioners are always at home, and the pastor may make 
as many calls in an hour as he could in any other parish in 
a day. The wards are furnished with Bibles, Prayer Books, 
Tracts, and suitable reading in various forms. 

On Sunday morning, at half-past ten, there is the regular 
Church Service, and a sermon for the House generally. The 
Communion is admini^ered once a month in the Chapel, and 
when occasion requires in the wards. In a number of instances, 
patients have received that Holy Sacrament here for the first 
time, and not, it is believed, without the right preparation of 
heart. One who was present at one of these Communions thus 
speaks of it : 

" It was a striking scene in the Hospital Chapel that Sun- 
day morning. The Sacred Table was spread, and gatliered 
near it, from the wards on either side, was a company of 
some twenty guests. Their aspect and condition gave the 
highest reality to the service. At the foot of the chancel 
steps, in his wheel chair, sat a helpless paralytic ; near by him 
a decrepit man leant upon his staff ; close to him was a pale 
boy, supporting himself upon his crutches ; not far off a poor 
epileptic boy, and behind these, one and another, whose faces, 
old with sickness, not with years, seemed to ask without words 
the renewal of their youth in the life everlasting. On one 
side of the chancel, near the Font, half recumbent in her easy 



36 REPOBT OF THE PASTOB OF THE HOSPITAL. 

chair, lay a consumptive woman, and near her were other 
women, both young and old, oppressed with various ailments, 
and near these again, looking on with reverent eyes and 
adding their feeble amens, a sick child or two. Not often 
is there now a nearer resemblance to the first Gospel scenes 
— ' the sick with divers diseases, the halt, the maimed, the 
palsied' — ^here they all were, literally brought to Jesus, and (if 
so it may be) for their twofold healing. Oh ! it was good to be 
among them — ^good to hope for a share with them in the bene- 
dictions of His especial presence — ^good to go away, believing 
for them and for ourselves, that at this time, even as of old, 
^there went virtue out of Him and healed them all.' " 

The pastor is assisted in his duties by a lay deacon, who 
enters heartily into the service and thinks it as important a 
preparation for the Ministry as his exercises at the Theological 
Seminary, of which he is a student. 

The House Surgeon, who before his appointment had already 
gone through a course of Hospital practice, sympathizes with 
the Christian order of the House, while*in his own department 
he giyes great satisfaction. 

It must be mentioned to the credit of the associations, 
auxiliary to the Hospital, that it is made the duty of some 
of their members to visit their beneficiaries with a view to 
their spiritual good, so far as their experience in divine things 
qualifies them to do so. Not only pious young women, young 
men also may be seen at the bedside of the sick, reading to 
them and conversing with them of the things that belong to 
their peace. This, of course, requires to be regulated, lest, in 
the multitude of his spiritual counsellors, the mind of the poor 
invalid be distracted and confused. 

Further, this parish has the service of deaconesses. The 
report of the Managers speaks of their efficiency in the wards 
and in the general care of the House. Of that much more 
might be said by one who has it continually under his eye, 
but who refrains from considerations of delicacy. One word, 
however, in regard to these true sisters he must say — ^they are 
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overtasked. Their incessant work and care, sometimes by 
night as well as day, are too severe for their present force. 
Their number should be doubled to aflford them a reasonable 
measure of relief. Are there none to relieve them ? Does 
the present little company include the whole number which 
the Church in this City can aflford for conducting her Hospital 
in the way in which only earnest-minded religious women can^ 
conduct it, and which is essential to the due fulfilment of its 
mission. 

The physician of souls cannot, like the physician of bodies, 
tell of the number .of cases discharged cured, and the number 
deceased. Spiritual life is not so certainly discernible as animal 
life, nor of the death of the soul can we be so sure as of the 
death of the body. It is all within the range of hope — of hope 
in diflferent degrees, from that of confidence to that which is but 
a shade lighter than despair. A very comfortable hope we 
have of many to whom we have ministered within these 
walls. Some of them raised from their beds have gone forth to 
walk before the Lord in the land of the living. Others whose 
sickness has been unto death have found life in death (as we 
could not doubt), and have gone to walk before the Lord in the 
true land of the living. Manifestations of the spirit have been 
seen in the conversion of sinners and in growing virtues of the 
divine life, in increasing patience and submission under the 
sharpest trials of bodily suffering. On the other hand, sad 
instances have not been wanting of the hardness of the unre- 
newed heart, under circumstances which it would seem must 
compel it to feel. 

Interesting narratives might be given of the dissolute hope- 
fully reformed — of the young man arrested by disease in his 
thoughtless career and brought to a knowledge of the Saviour 
— of the old man at length taking the cup of salvation and 
calling upon the name of the Lord — of patients of either sex, 
with hectic glow and racking cough, renewed in the spirit 
.while the outward man decayed, so often, as if indeed " con- 
sumption" were "the sickness of the elect." Suffice it to say. 
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that the pastor has never had cause of greater thankfuhieBS 
for the divine blessing in visible fruits of his ministry. Nor is 
it a ministry confined, as on first thoughts it might seem, to a 
few. The numbers of the congregation of the wards are 
continually changing— small in number at any one time, but 
not so in the course of a year. Nay, the patrons of the Hos- 
pital might well continue to support it, were it only a place 
in which hundreds hear the Gospel, who otherwise would hear 
it seldom, if at all, and who hear it under circumstances most 
favorable to their receiving its truth into their hearts. St. 
Luke's is one of your home missions, extending its benefits to 
persons of every and of no religious denomination. The 
majority have been of our own church ; but, Eoman Catholics 
as well as Protestants have cheerfully attended the instructions 
and devotions whether in the wards or in the chapel, aware 
that they had come to a dispensary of medicine and treatment 
both for soul and body. 

"W. A. MUHLENBEEG, Pastcyr. 



DONATIONS. 



Gifts to the Hospital, of various kinds, have been numerous. 
The following are the principal : — 

The illuminated manuscript of the Holy Gospels, the crown 
piec^ of the chapel, was the gift, executed by her own hands, of 
the wife of one of the managers of the Hospital. 

The picture of the Marys at the Sepulchre, which decorates 
one of the halls, painted by Mr. Huntington, was presented by 
himself, with the request that it might be sold for the benefit 
of the institution. 

Two of the apartments for private patients were furnished in 
a superior style of accommodation by two ladies. 

A valuable Medical Library, the gift of one of the managers, 
having been the property of a son deceased, a promising young 
physician. 

The Organ was presented by a member of the Kev. Dr. 
Phillips' Church. 

The Dispensing Room has been beautifully fitted up by one 
of the managers, at no trifling cost to himself. 

A Silver Communion Service was the gift of a lady of Grace 
Church, and the Font by another of the Church of the Holy 
Communion. 

The Books and Communion Cloth, an Alms-basin, and means 
for other furniture of the chancel, by different individuals. 

A large assortment of Bibles and Testaments in several lan- 
guages, by the New York Bible Society. 
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Frequent supplies of Prayer-Books from the Protestant 
Episcopal Bible and Prayer-Book Society. 

A complete set of its publications from the Church Book 
Society, and the same from the Evangelical Knowledge Soci- 
ety, together with tracts, and a quantity of octavo Prayer- 
Books in print suitable for the older patients. The Society for 
Promotion of Religion and Learning made a grant of $100 for 
suitable miscellaneous books, and a donation of $50 for the 
same was made by the gentleman who presented the organ. 

Among the gifts by individual friends, of articles service- 
able in the Hospital, have been a Water Bed, a Wheel Chair, 
Spring Litter and Hand Cart, and a Child's Carriage by little 
children, a large Oaken Bread Chest, etc. 

Li the way of Stores and Provisions, there was a valuable 
outfit for the store-room, in articles of the first quality and in 
large quantities, furnished by one gentleman: coming just at 
the opening of the Hospital, and when there was nothing 
beforehand in the treasury for household expenses, a stock was 
tlius supplied of precisely what was needed, saving a cost of 
some three or four hundred dollars. Many other gifts of a simi- 
lar kind have been received from time to time; a supply from 
one, of groceries, wines, and liquors, needed in the hospital; the 
like from a second and a third ; several barrels of flour have 
been received, and one friend keeps the House supplied with tea. 
The Christmas Gift, 1858, of the Junior Hospital Association, 
included a valuable stock of groceries, with meat, poultry, &c., 
and some pieces of canton flannel, and cotton prints. 

Liberal quantities of beans and dried apples have been 
received from the Home of the Friendless. 

Of delicacies for the sick, one lady has given one hundred 
pounds of currant jelly and other preserves, and other ladies 
have brought, at different times, jellies and other niceties. 

Among the donations in money given at the House, have 
been "A thank offering for fifty years of good health," $250 ; 
from Mr. J. D. B., $100 ; from W. K., $150 ; Thank offering 
from a lady, $100 ; from Mrs. O., $50. 



ADMISSION OF PATIENTS. 



Application for the admission of patients, may be made at 
any time, at the Hospital, and at the office of the admitting 
physician, Dr. Lambert, 14 West 2l8t street, before 9 A.M., 
and after 5 P.M. After the 1st of May, the office of. the 
admitting physician will be at 330 6th Avenue, next the cor- 
ner of 20th street. 

The board of patients is $4 per week, payable four weeks in 
advance. This is paid by the patients themselves, or by those 
who apply for their admission, or by the associations who adopt 
them as beneficiaries, or by their having one of the free beds 
of the Hospital. In some way provision will aJ/ways he made 
J^or the admission of suitable applicants. 

Cases of sudden injury, requiring immediate care, are 
received at once, and if need be, without charge. 

Ko cases of contagious disease are admitted. 

Incurable cases, needing the particular benefits of the Hos- 
pital, are received, their continuance being extended from 
month to month, at the .discretion of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Chronic cases will not be retained longer than medical treat- 
ment and nursing are essential to the relief or amelioration of 
suffering, that is to say, after the acute attack has subsided, 
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and the patient is restored to the ordinary health of persons in 
his condition. 

Patients are admitted without regard to their religious creed. 
The subject of the spiritual care of the patients will be 
understood by reference to the Report of the Pastor of the 
Hospital, on a preceding page. 



\ 



RULES FOR PATIENTS. 



Alt. Patients admitted to the Hospital, will be required to 
conform to the regulations of the wards, and with the order of 
the House in general, so far as it concerns them, which they 
are expected to do with a kind and complying disposition, 
showing a readiness to oblige one another, and to assist in such 
becoming services in the wards as their health enables them to 
perform, remembering they have voluntarily come into a house- 
hold of which the great law is that of mutual kindness and 
brotherly love. 

1. Profane or indecent language, irreverent behavior at the 
services of religion, the expression of immoral or infidel senti- 
ments, and the like, are offences for which a patient is liable to 
forfeit his place in the Hospital. 

2. Patients are not allowed to leave the wards to which they 
respectively belong, except for the corridors attached to their 
wards, and the chapel, unless on permission. 

3. When desiring to go beyond the bounds of the Hospital, 
patients must obtain a pass and show it at the office. Passes 
are given only on the first Thursday of the month, and at no 
other times, except for special reasons. 
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4. All wines and spirituous liquors, but those prescribed and 
furnished by the Hospital, are strictly prohibited in the wards. 
Smoking tobacco is not allowed in the House. 

5. Books, pamphlets, newspapers, and packages of any kind 
are not allowed into the wards, without the consent of the 
Pastor or Superintendent of the Hospital. 

6. No patient may purchase, or procure any member of the 
household to purchase for him, any article whatsoever, without 
leave to that eflfect. 

7. No officer or servant of the household is allowed to receive 
any gift or fee from a patient. 

Other regulations may be made from time to time as circum- 
stances may render necessary, to which conformity will be 
required. The great rule underlying all others, is that of com- 
pliance with the established order of the House. 



REGUUTIOKS AS TO VISITORS. 



1. The friends of patients are admitted from 11 to 12 of every- 
day in the week, except Sunday. An opportunity is also allowed 
for the convenience of those whose employments prevent their 
coming in the middle of the day, on Thursday Evenings, from 
6 to 8 o'clock. 

2. Members of Associations and other patrons can visit their 
beneficiaries from 11 to 12 A. M., and from 3 to 4 P. M., on 
every day, except Sunday; also, from 6 to 8 o'clock, on Sunday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday Evenings. 

3. Female visitors, unless near relatives, are not admitted 
into the male wards, nor male visitors into the female 
wards. 

4. The general visiting day, for persons wishing to see the 
Institution, is Thursday, from 11 to 4 o'clock. 

5. All visitors are respectfully requested to leave when the 

» 

bell rings at the expiration of the visiting hour. 

6. No eatables, bottles, or packages of any kind, may be 
taken by visitors into the wards. All such must be left at the 
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office, marked with the names of the persons for whom they are 
intended. 

7. On Sundays, visits to the patients are permitted only by 
members of associations to their beneficiaries, or in cases of 
extreme sickness. 



A SKETCH 



OF THE 



ORIGIN MD PROGRESS OF THE HOSPITAL 



The pastor of one of the city congregations, impressed with the 
neglect of the Church in making no adequate provision for her sick 
poor, briefly addressed his congregation on the subject, on the 
Festival of St. Luke, 1846, and informed them that, with their leave, 
he would appropriate part of their offerings on that day to the 
beginning of a Church Hospital. Accordingly, thirty dollars were 
laid by for the purpose. The object was kept in view, and a collec- 
tion made for it on thq annual return of the Festival, from which the 
proposed Hospital thus derived its name. For^ the first three or 
four years nothing more was contemplated than a Parochial Insti- 
tution ; but the enterprise becoming known, it met with so much 
favor, that it was determined to lay it before the Episcopalians of 
the city at large. In the winter of 1860, the two lectures on the 
subject which had been delivered in the Church of the Holy Com- 
munion were repeated to more promiscuous congregations in St. 
Paul's Chapel, where they were listened to with much interest, and 
afterwards printed and extensively circulated. The Managers of 
the Hospital, who had become an incorporation in law, encouraged 
by the general sympathy in their undertaking, felt warranted in 
carrying it out on a liberal scale, and to solicit for it the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars. In pursuance of this, a meeting of Epis- 
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copalians was held in the Stuyvesant Institute, which, after 
addresses by several of the clergy strongly commending the pro- 
jected Institution, committees for collection were appointed, who 
in the course of a few months obtained the required amount. 
It was given for the most part in large sums, one subscription 
of thirteen thousand, afterwards increased to twenty thousand 
dollars, one of ten thousand dollars, two of five thousand each, 
and a number of one thousand each. Another favorable circum- 
stance was that of the Managers coming into possession of the 
greater part of the ground on which the Hospital stands without 
any outlay of money. The Corporation of the City, for certain 
considerations on the part of Trinity Church, had made a grant 
to the Church of St. George the Martyr, of which the Rev. 
Moses Marcus was Rector, of twenty-four, lots of ground, on 
the condition that there should be erected thereon an Hospital 
and Free Cliapel for British emigrants, within three years from the 
date of the grant. That condition having not been met, and the 
property, in consequence, likely to revert to the City, the Managers 
of St. Luke's exerted themselves with the City Corporation, and 
obtained an extension of another three years. They now entered 
into negotiations with the Church of St. George the Martyr, which 
issued in the release of the ground to the Corporation of St. Luke's, 
on certain conditions in regard to the support of patients satisfactory 
to both parties. Soon after the Managers purchased eight additional 
lots, at an average cost of $1,500 each, making in all thirty-two 
lots, the present ground of the Hospital. They were now ready for 
building. Mr. John W. Ritch was employed as the architect, to 
whom the leading idea in the plan of the structure to be erected 
was fully communicated. His admirable design was adopted, with 
the intention at that time of carrying it out only in part — viz., the 
chapel and one of the wings. Contracts were made with Messrs. 
Stewart & Smith as mason, and with Mr. D. Hennesey as carpenter. 
The corner stone was laid by Bishop Wainwright in May, 1854. 
Soon after the Managers concluded to erect the whole building 
according to the plan, and opened a subscription for another 
hundred thousand dollars. The chapel being finished, was opened 
for divine service on Ascension Day, 1857, and thenceforward on 
Sunday afternoons, with the exception of four months in the follow- 
ing winter. This was done in advance of the opening of the Hos- 
pital, for the purpose of declaring the Christian Faith to be the 
ground and predominating element of the Institution. For a year 
St. Luke's appeared before the public as a church. 
A number of ladies having provided furniture for as much of the 
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Hospital as was likely to be used at first, it was opened for the 
reception of patients, with appropriate religious services, and a 
sermon by the Rev. Samuel Cooke, D.D., on Ascension Day, May 
13, 1858. 

Several ladies who, before the year 1851, had associated themselves 
as a Church Sisterhood were in that year duly organized. This is 
an essential item in the story of the Hospital, the projector of which 
felt from the beginning, that unless its wards could be in the 
charge of Christian women, working systematically together, 
it would never attain its proper character. The supply of that 
want he saw in the newly-formed community, which, accordingly, 
was cherished as identical with the main undertaking. In order 
that the unfon of its members might be strengthened, and become 
a practical reality, it was desirable that they should have a suitable 
residence of their own, which was soon afforded them in a beauti- 
ful and convenient house, purposely erected for them, next to 
the Church of the Holy Communion. This deserves to be recorded 
as an act of faith and charity in advance of the times. The preju- 
dices against what was supposed to be an imitation of the Romish 
conventual life were then so strong, that to ask money from Pro- 
testants to build a "Sisters' House" would have been worse than idle. 
It was the enlightened liberality of Mr. John H. Swift which 
endowed the first Protestant Sisterhood of native growth in our 
own country with a home. The ground on which it stands was 
given by Mrs. Mary Ann Rogers. In an adjoining hired house the 
Sisters opened, in 1864, an Infirmary, which was the actual begin- 
ning of the work of the Hospital. The Infirmary was furnished 
with fifteen beds, was attended gratuitously by Dr. C. F. Iley wood, 
and had had upwards of two hundred patients when it was trans- 
ferred. May 13, 1858, to the walls of St. Luke's.* 

W. A. M. 

* The allusion in several of the foregoing pages to the company of ladies by whom 
the Hospital is at present worked may excite inquiry as to the nature of their asso- 
ciations, its duties, and tlie conditions on which it is entered. Some, it is hoped, 
may desire information on those points from an earnest wish to take part themselves 
in the work, and it is for the benefit of such, more especially, that the following 
particulars are given : — 

The Sisterhood is entirely independent of the Hospital, both as regards its organi- 
zation and its means of support. Its origin dates as far back as the year 1845, 
under the Pastor of the Church of the Holy Communion, whence it derives its 
name. It is simply a body of Protestant Christian women, drawn together by a 
common motive, and bound together by a common aim. The motive, to follow 
Christ more undividedly than they otherwise could — the aim, to glorify Him daily 
in such works of mercy as He has ever deigned to accept as tokens of grateful love. 

4 
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The spirit of the association is one with that of the Lutheran Deaconesses of Kaisers- 
werth — an institution now making itself felt throughout the hospitals of Germany, 
Prussia, and other more distant countries. 

The Members of the community, engaged at St Luke's receive nothing from the 
funds of the Hospital. Their services are wholly gratuitous ; what they require 
beyond their ^daQy food is supplied from a private fund among themselves. Their 
duties are, of course, mainly with the eick, aided in the subordinate parts of their 
service by those under training to be sent out as nurses, and by other attendants. 
But there is room also in the Hospital for talent of another kind. The housekeep- 
ing, and other business departments, could maTce valuable use of additional Members 
properly qualified. 

No vows of any kind bind the Sisters to their work or to each other. While it is 
desirable that they should look forward to a life-service, no obligations to this end 
are laid upon them. If any, after proving herself fitted for the work, should desire 
to offer her services for a certain term of years she would not be rejected ; and any 
Sister, with whatever expectation she may have been received, is free to leave 
whenever she is so minded. 

Candidates for the Sisterhood are not, ordinarily, over forty years of age. Those 
under twenty-five must have the written consent of parents and guardians. A pro- 
bation of at least a year is required of all, and before entering upon which it is 
desirable that the candidate should spend a few weeks at the Hospital, in order to 
see what the life i^ and to make some little trial of her fitness for it. Persons at a 
distance from the city may obtain what further information they may desire on this 
subject by addressing a letter to the Rev. Dr. Muhlenberg, St. Luke's Hospital, New 
York. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Potter, of this diocese, gave his sanction to the Sisterhood, 
in a sermon preached shortly before the opening of the Hospital, in the following 
words: 

" I believe there are many such women, and that in due time they 
will come forward and offer themselves to minister to Christ in 
the person of His poor and suffering members. No urgent private 
duty should be relinquished ; but there are Christian women with 
warm hearts, with abundant leisure, with powers of patient endur- 
ance, who would be infinite gainers in choosing that good part of 
so waiting continually on their Lord. I speak from long reflection, 
with intimate knowledge of the past ; and I say emphatically the 
time is come for the increase of such ministrations as have been 
commenced in this Parish ; and to all loving hearts, who, under due 
advice, dedicate themselves to these charitable works, I pledge 
beforehand my hearty approbation and earnest sympathy." 



DESCRIPTION 



OP THE 



BUILDING, MODE OF YENTILATION, &c. 



The site is upon the Fifth Avenue, between Fifty-fourth and 
Fifty-fifth streets, and the plot is two hundred feet wide by four 
hundred feet long. The building is placed on the northern part of 
the plot, leaving one hundred feet for court yard. 

The principal front is on Fifty-fourth street, feeing the south, and 
extending longitudinally from east to west, being two hundred and 
eighty feet in length. 

The general plan of the building is a narrow parallelogram with a 
wing at each end, and a central chapel, flanked with towers. 

The elevations of the several fronts, even to the members of the 
cornices, are built of square red brick, the architect being required 
to build at the smallest expense consistently with durability and 
becoming appearance. 

The Basement, with the exception of the portions required for air 
chambers, is principally devoted to domestic purposes, store rooms 
and offices ; the east wing being appropriated for a night ward, 
apothecaries' shop, &c. The north side only is on a level with the 
ground, the east, west, and south having wide open areas. The 
west wing is appropriated to kitchen, servants' dining hall, &c. 
A glance at the plans will give a correct idea of the arrangement of 
the several stories of the building. 

The first story is thus divided : in the central building, approached 
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from the south by an open portico, are placed the reception hall, 
examination* room, office, apartments for doctor, superintendent, 
&c. 

The towers have also entrances from the south, and communicate 
with the wards, corridors, and also with the upper stories, by means 
of staircases. These entrances are so arranged that they can be 
made to communicate only with the chapel, giving the outdoor 
congregation access to the chapel, without coming in contact with 
the patients. 

The wards on either side of the central building are, in each story, 
appropriated, west and east respectively, for males and females. 
The wards on the second and third stories are each 109 feet long, 
26 feet wide, and 14 feet high. In the first story besides two com- 
mon wards there are eight separate apartments, having exclusive 
bath rooms, closets, ifcq. 

On the north side, a spacious, lofly, well lighted and ventilated 
corridor, or sanatorium^ extends from the centre to the wings on 
either side, in each story of the Hospital. This hall is designed for 
convalescent patients, and is upon the north side of the building, 
which gives an even temperature at all times of the day, with 
plenty of pure air and light, making it a delightful place of resort 
for the patients that are able to leave their beds. 

In the wings are staircases leading from the basement to the third 
story ; also on the south side of each wing, accommodation is pro- 
vided in each story for nurses^ dining, and bath rooms, closets, 
dumb waiter, &c. 

The remaining portion of the second and third story, not before 
described, is devoted to the central chapel with the large common 
wards on either side of it. 

This central chapel is the distinctive feature of the Hospital. It 
is rectangular in plan, 84 feet long, by 34 feet wide, and 40 feet 
high, and with the gallery extending around three sides, on a level 
with the third story floor, and will accommodate 350 pei*sons. It 
is well lighted from the south end by three lofly windows. At the 
end is an inner semicircular apse, surmounted by a half dome. 

The chancel is raised four steps from the floor of the chapel, and 
is lighted by seven lofty narrow windows, the mild, borrowed light 
from which has a* subdued and grateful effect. 

The roof is elliptical or wagon-headed, having bold, transverse 
ribs, resting on corbels, with small, intermediate longitudinal ones, 
and a characteristic cornice. 

No excess of ornamentation has been indulged in, and the archi- 
tectural effect produced here as well as elsewhere, internally and 
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externally, is solely the result of an effort to combine, with an intel- 
ligent adaptation of the plan to the requirements of the institution, 
simplicity of design and due proportion of parts to the whole. 



WARMING AND VENTILATION. 

The rooms in the basement are provided with steam pipes, and 
are warmed from direct radiation. 

The three upper stories are warmed from flues brought up in the 
walls direct from air chambers located in the basement; these cham- 
bers are constantly supplied with pure air from a duct built for that 
purpose, and are ^o arranged that the steam coils of pipe can be 
entirely cut off in warm weather, without stopping the circulation 
of pure unheated air, supplied under pressure by mechanical means 
to be presently described. 

In the rear or west end of the plot is an out-building, containing 
two large boilers, an engine, and fan, laundry, drying room, and 
ironing room, with other offices. The washing, drying, cooking, and 
heating of the house is done by the steam from these boilers. The 
engine drives a fan of ten feet diameter, which is constructed to 
force air into the air chambers, with a capacity of discharging 
40,000 cubic feet per minute ; this engine also drives all the wash- 
ing apparatus, pumps, <fec., forcing water to the attic, where tanks 
are placed to supply the entire building. 

The fan room is supplied with pure air from an underground duct, 
opening to the atmosphere at some distance from the buildings. 

The impure air from each portion of the building is carried by 
separate flues, lined with wood, to a large foul air chamber in the 
roof, thence to the highest point of the towers, where it finds its 
egress. 

The whole study of ventilation has been to discard mere theory 
and be confined to natural laws and simple movements of air; 
there has not been a single attempt to make the air in its pro- 
gress through the several parts of the building take any other than 
a natural course; and from the experience of the past few months, 
there can be no doubt of the complete working of the plan of venti- 
lation. The circulation without the aid of the fan is kept up, and 
with the fan but seldom used the circulation is perfect. 

The admittance of air to the duct as well as the outlet of foul air 
has been studiously arranged to ensure a natural ventilation, so that 
the wind blowing strong from any point of the compass will not 
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force the air backward into the wards, and this result has been satis- 
fectorily attained. 

On the whole the great requisites of an Hospital are fully obtained 
in St. Luke's : — 

Fresh and pure air in every part of the house. 

Sunlight in all the apartments occupied by the sick, the wards 
and private rooms having a southern exposure, the windows 
opening on a lawn, one hundred feet by four hundred feet, beyond 
which is the open street. 

Space for moderate exercise without exposure to the weather is 
afforded by the long corridors between the wards and the outer 
walls. 

A comfortable and healthful temperature throughout the house. 

Within the limits of the wards each bed has 1092 cubic feet of 
atmosphere. If the corridors, to which the wards open by numerous 
windows, and the chapel, also opening into the four principal wards, 
be included, then the proportion of atmosphere to each patient is 
2079 cubic feet, supposing the House to be full. 
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